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HOUSEKEEPERS'   GHAT  Thursday,  April  28,  1938. 

|t  (FOR  BROADCAST  USE  OKLY) 

Subject:  "JUNIOR  CAMPS."  Information  from  the  Extension  Service,  U.S. Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 

— ooOGoo — 

When  you  hep.r  of  4-H  cIuTd  county  camps-  or  district  or  State  camps  for 
country  "boys  and  girls,  perhaps  you  wonder  why  young  people  who  live  in  rural 
homes  and  have  opportunity  for  plenty  of  outdoor  life,  would  want  to  go  to  a 
camp?    What  "benefit  would  they  get  from  the  experience  that  they  could  not  get 
"by  staying  right  at  home  on  the  farm? 


Let  me  quote  first  from  the  report  of  a  Montana  home  demonstration 
agent,  who  seems  to  answer  iDoth  mothers  and  daughters.     "A  camp,"  she  says, 
;  "for  even  so  short  a  period  (as  3  days) ,  does  something  for  the  girls  that 
no  other  activity  can  accomplish.    As  a  socializing  factor  it  is  unequaled, 
and  in  many  instances  it  opens  a  new  avenue  of  thinking." 

I  Again,  the  Elorida,  "boys'  club  leader  says:     "A  feature  of  our  program 

which  has  been  a  life-saver  to  club  work  during  the  past  3  years  is  the 
summer  camp.     Our  two  well-equipped  district  camps  have  enabled  us  to  give 

I  rural  boys  a  real  vacation  at  small  expense  and  to  fill  them  with  U-H  en- 
thusiasm to  carry  on  their  work..." 

■I  A  great  many  of  the  summer  camps  conducted  for  U-H  club  members  are  for 

1:  "both  boys  and  girls.    The  campers  are  well  chaperoned,  and  there  is  a  corps 
I  of  instructors  in  the  different  subjects  that  are  part  of  camp  life-  usually 

nature  study  of  many  sorts  and  often  swimming,  handicraft  work,  and  group 
I  recreation.    The  majority  of  the  camps  last  for  3  or  U  days,  but  some  are  for 
[  a  full  week,  and  where  conditions  require  it,  a  camp  may  be  held  for  one  day 

only.     In  some  cases  part  of  the  cost  is  borne  by  interested  persons  or 
jl  organizations,  but  as  a  rule  the  campers  pay  from  $2  to  $U  a  week  for  food  and 
I  lodging  and  sometimes  help  with  the  necessary  work.    A  ireport  from  the  Nebraska 
Extension  Service,  for  example,  states  that  at  a  3-d.ay  camp  in  one  county  the 
cost  was  $3*25  for  each  visitor,  plus  6  eggs  and  6  potatoes.     A  Virginia  camp 
charged  $2.50  in  cash  and  either  a  chicken,  a  cake,  or  a  jar  of  preserves, 
i  Some  of  the  camps  include  a  registration  fee  of  $1  per  person,  and  this  sum  is 
used  to  provide  cooks,  dishwashers  and  other  helpers, or  to  meet  other  expenses. 

Perhaps  you  would  like  to  know  some  of  the  specific  activities  that 
:  these  ^-H  club  boys  and  girls  particularly  enjoy  in  different  parts  of  the 
^1  country.     In  a  California  county  camp,  lasting  3  d.ays ,  nature  study  was  the 
biggest  attraction.     It  included  identifying  and  collecting  bS  different 
wildf lowers  in  bloom,  and  watching  the  fish  and  game  v/arden  plant  20,000 
I  fish  to  stock  the  lake  where  the  camp  was  located. 

One  of  the  very  best  junior  camps  I  have  heard  about  was  the  State 
Wildlife  Conservation  Camp  held  in  Georgia  two  s-unmers  ago,  lasting  from 
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a  Monday  to  a  Saturday.    The  program  for  each  day  included  some  phase  of  nature 
study  and  Y/ildlifo  conservation,  in  the  forn  of  hikes,   talks,  movies,  and 
forestry  studies.    The  campers  wore  especially  delighted  to  ha.vc  the  calls 
and  notes  of  different  "birds  of  the  area  illustrated,  and  asked  for  this 
demon strn^t ion  several  tim^es.     Fire  prevention  in  the  forest  was  stressed,  fish 
and  game  were  studied,  also  minerals  and  soil.     This  camp  is  held  near  Warm 
Springs,  Georgia,  and  the  hoys  and  girls  had  an  opportunity  to  see  the  "Little 
V/hite  House"  and  Georgia  Hall  where  the  invalids  under  treatment  are  hospital- 
ized.    Swimming  was  one  of  the  attractions  of  this  camp,  also.     One  camper  wrote: 
"We  were  having  so  much  fun  that  we  had  forgotten  all  ahout  games,  in  getting 
so  much  knowledge  ahout  wildlife  conserv?.tion. " 

A.  rainy  day  at  one  of  the  Iowa  camps  wa,s  voted  one  of  the  "best  days 
"because  it  gave  the  group  a  similar  opportunity  to  learn  ahout  wild  life  through 
talks  on  "birds  and  trees,  and  other  conservation  topics. 

Two  States,  Louisiana  and  South  Dakota,  appear  to  have  a  larger nura"ber  of 
4-H  clu"b  "boys  and  girls  using  their  camp  facilities  than  the  two  or  three  hundred 
reported  from  many  of  the  other  states  where  club  work  flourishes.     The  Louisiana 
State  "University  has  fostered  the  summer  camp  idea  since  1923,  and  contri"buted  to 
the  esta"bli shment  of  permanent  camp  sites  in  12  different  districts,  so  that  these 
huildings  now  represent  a  total  investment  of  more  than  $21,000.     They  have  "been 
used  altogether  "by  some  20,000  clu"b  mem'bers.     In  1936,   the  numher  was  1841,  dis- 
tributed over  4  weeks  in  groups  that  came  for  a"bout  3  days  each. 

South  Dakota  had  "an  all-time  record"  that  same  summer,  reporting  2767  4-H 
clu"b  mem"bers  in  19  district  camps.    All  these  camps  were  located  in  scenic  situa- 
tions chosen  for  the  natural  advantages  they  offered  such  as  lakes,  rivers,  and 
hills.    Each  group  came  in  the  afternoon  of  one  day,  stayed  two  days  and  left  in 
the  forenoon  of  the  third  day.     Competent  high  school  teachers  were  hired  to  plan 
the  camp  activities  and  direct  the  instruction  in  crafts,  health,  music,  and  first 
aid.     Conservation  of  wild  life  was  called  to  the  attention  of  ro,embers  by  deputy 
State  game  wardens.     State  highway  patrolmen  gave  talks  on  highway  safety.    As  in 
many  of  the  camps,  the  candle  lighting  ceremony  at  the  last  campfire  proved  to  be 
a  most  impressive  event. 

Upland  game  conservation  received  considerable  attention  in  a  boys'  4-H 
club  camp  in  Maryland  in  1936.     Forenoons  were  devoted  to  study,  lectures  and 
discussions  of  such  subjects  as  nature  study  and  forestry,  first  aid  and  life- 
saving,  handicraft  work,  rifle  markmanship,  and  wild  life  conservation.  The 
handicraft  work  consisted  of  rope,  leather  and  metalcraft  workmanship. 

Echoes  of  interest  from  other  camps  may  offer  ideas  for  the  camp  some  of 
you  have  in  mind.     In  an  Ohio  camp,  movies  were  taken  of  the  camp  activities,  to 
be  shown  later  at  club  and  other  meetings.     Club  members  in  a  Maine  camp  were 
called  on  for  radio  broadcasts.    Entertainment  was  furnished  to  a  group  in  a 
Minnesota  summer  camp  by  a  W.p.A.  orchestra.     Out-door  cookery  was  taught  in  a 
New  York  State  camp. 

"Various  arrangements  are  made  for  housing  4-H  club  car.ps.     Some  States, 
like  Louisiana  and  West  "Virginia,  have  permanent  buildings  in  suitable  locations. 
Some  take  advantage  of  empty  college  dormitories  at  the  State  agricultural 
colleges.     Others  obtain  tents  or  rent  cottages  or  shacks. 
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